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1.Encroachments, climate change may have led to Punjab’s worst

floods in decades

Punjab is experiencing its worst floods in decades, causing significant damage to life, crops,
and infrastructure. While heavy monsoon rains are the immediate cause, the severity of the
disaster is attributed to a combination of human encroachments and climate change.

Key Factors:

¢ Human Interventions: Blocked drainage systems, underestimation of natural water
channels, unregulated construction (like roads and bridges along riverbanks), and
rampant illegal sand mining have obstructed natural water flow and weakened flood
defenses.

¢ Climate Change: Scientists note that global warming is leading to inconsistent and
intense rainfall patterns, with the warmed Arabian Sea bringing more moisture and
causing heavier-than-normal monsoons, which is considered the "new normal."

o Pattern of Neglect: Successive governments have failed to control unchecked
development and illegal activities that amplify the state's vulnerability to flooding.

Impact:

The floods have resulted in an estimated 48 deaths, impacted 400,000 people, affected 2,000
villages, and damaged crops over 1.2 million hectares, dealing a severe blow to the agricultural
economy just before the harvest.

2. The ECI should be proactive in correcting its systemic faults

1. Core Issue

The Election Commission of India (ECI) is being reactive instead of proactive in addressing
systemic faults in the electoral roll revision process, leading to a significant trust deficit.




2. Key Incidents Highlighting the Problem

Bihar's Special Intensive Revision (SIR):

o Deletions of voter names in some areas defied demographic patterns and
statistical expectations.

o The ECI did not release names and reasons for deletion in a verifiable format
until compelled by the Supreme Court.

Aland Constituency, Karnataka:

o Officials discovered thousands of fraudulent Form-7 applications filed to
remove legitimate voters from the rolls.

o The discovery was due to the diligence of local political leaders, not the ECl's
own initiative.

o Anindependent investigation was stalled because the ECI declined access to
crucial technical records.

3. Systemic Faults Identified

Lack of Transparency & Verifiability: A central fault is the absence of mechanisms for
independent verification of the ECl's claims and actions.

Vulnerable Process: The Form-7 application process for voter deletion is susceptible to
large-scale misuse and fraudulent proxy attacks.

Reactive Stance: The ECI waits for problems to be exposed by others or for judicial
orders before acting, rather than proactively securing its systems.

4. Consequences

Erosion of Trust: The trust deficit between political parties and the ECl is growing.

Electoral Impact: Even minor, fraudulent changes to voter rolls can alter outcomes in
closely contested constituencies.

Judicial Over-reliance: The ECl's authority is undermined when courts must repeatedly
intervene to mandate basic transparency and disclosure.

5. Recommendations & Conclusion

The ECI must take proactive responsibility to allay concerns and correct its systemic
faults.

It should seriously assist the probe into the Aland constituency fraud and not hinder it.

Urgent steps must be taken to prevent the misuse of Form-7 and secure the voter
deletion process.

The Commission must implement transparent and verifiable processes to avoid relying
on judicial intervention.

How to Use in Mains syllabus

GS Paper ll: Governance, Constitution, Polity, Social Justice & International Relations

This is the most direct and significant application of the topic.




e Statutory, Regulatory and various Quasi-judicial Bodies:

o TheEClis a prime example of a constitutional body (Article 324). This article

provides a critical case study to analyze its functioning, challenges, and
reforms.

o You can use the incidents from Bihar and Karnataka to discuss the gap between
the theoretical autonomy of such bodies and their practical performance.

o Itallows you to critically evaluate the accountability mechanisms (or lack
thereof) for powerful institutions like the ECI.

e Salient Features of the Representation of People’s Act:

o The article directly deals with the electoral roll revision process mandated by
the RPA.

o The vulnerability of Form-7 (for objecting to/include a name in the electoral roll)
to fraud is a specific, technical flaw in the electoral process that can be cited in
answers about electoral reforms.

e Appointment to various Constitutional Posts, Powers, Functions and
Responsibilities of various Constitutional Bodies:

o The perceived "reactive stance" of the ECI often leads to debates about
the appointment process of Election Commissioners.

o You can use this to argue for a more transparent and collaborative
appointment system (like the one now in place after the Supreme Court's
intervention and subsequent parliamentary law) that might insulate the
institution from perceptions of bias and encourage proactive behavior.

o Separation of Powers between various organs Dispute Redressal Mechanisms and
Institutions:

o The need for judicial intervention (Supreme Court) to mandate basic
transparency from the ECl is a classic example of the separation of powers.

o lItraises a question: Is the judiciary overstepping because the executive organ
(ECI) is failing in its duty, or is it performing its essential check-and-balance role?

2. GS Paper IV: Ethics, Integrity, and Aptitude
The article is rich with ethical dilemmas and questions of governance.
¢ Ethicsin Governance:

o The coreissue is a deficit in probity and ethical governance within a pillar of
Indian democracy.

o Dilemma: Balancing the ECI's need for operational efficiency with the
fundamental democratic requirement of transparency and accountability.

o Values in Conflict: Impartiality and Fairness (of elections)
vs. Opacity and Secrecy (in the revision process).

¢ Accountability and Ethical Reasoning:




o Question: What is the ethical responsibility of a constitutional body when its
processes are exploited?

o Answer: The ethical path is proactive accountability—immediately
investigating, disclosing the fault, and fixing the system, rather than being
defensive

3. Changing population dynamics require a policy reorientation for

governments

1. Core Demographic Shift

Recent data from the Sample Registration System (SRS) Statistical Report confirms India is
undergoing a significant demographic transition, marked by a declining birth rate and a rising
elderly population.

2. Key Data Points (2023)
¢ Crude Birth Rate (CBR): Fell to 18.4 (from 19.1 in 2022).
o Highest: Bihar (25.8)
o Lowest: Tamil Nadu (12.0)
o Total Fertility Rate (TFR): Fell to 1.9 (below the replacement level of 2.1).
o Highest: Bihar (2.8)
o Lowest: Delhi(1.2)

o Regional Split: 18 States/UTs are below replacement level. States with TFR >2.1
are allin North India (Bihar, UP, MP, Rajasthan, Chhattisgarh).

o Aging Population: The proportion of people above 60 years rose to 9.7% of the
population.

o Highest: Kerala (15%)
o Lowest: Assam, Delhi, Jharkhand
3. Implications & Required Actions

o Long-term Impact: As the most populous nation, the fullimpact will be slow, but the
trend towards an older population is clear and inevitable.

¢ Policy Reorientation Required: The nation must begin preparing for a future with a
larger elderly population while it still benefits from its current demographic dividend (a
relatively young workforce).

o Key Needs for an Aging Population: Policies must be reoriented to address:
o Financial security
o Universal access for those with reduced mobility
o Physical and mental healthcare facilities

o Social support services




e Conclusion: A "massive realignment" is needed to shift from planning for "more" people
to serving the specific needs of a growing elderly population.

4. A complex turnin India’s FDI story

1. Historical Context & Recent Shift

e FDIl has been a major contributor to India's economic modernization, technological
innovation, and global market integration since the 1991 reforms.

e Recenttrends show a "complex turn": investments are declining in quality and
purpose, shifting from long-term development to short-term profit-seeking.

2. Key Trends & Data (The Divergence)
e Gross Inflows: Seem healthy, reaching $81 billion in FY 2024-25.
¢ NetInflows (The Critical Issue): Sharp decline.

o Post-Pandemic (4 years): Gross inflows were $308.5 billion, but foreign
investors withdrew/repatriated $153.9 billion.

o After adjusting for outward FDI by Indian companies, the net retained capital in
India fell to an alarming $0.4 billion.

¢ Rising Outflows:

o Disinvestments/Repatriations: Surged by 51% to $44.4 billion in FY 2023-24
and rose to $51.4 billion in FY 2024-25 (over 63% of inflows).

o Indian FDI Outflows: Grew from $13B (FY 2011-21) to $29.2B (FY 2024-25).
3. Underlying Problems & Causes

e Shiftin Investor Behavior: From long-term strategic commitments to short-term gains
via tax arbitrage and round-tripping.

e Sectoral Shift:
o Decline in Manufacturing: Share of total FDI dropped to a meagre 12%.

o Risein Rent-seeking Sectors: Increased flow to financial services, energy,
hospitality—which lack the multiplier effects of manufacturing.

e Structural Barriers: Regulatory opacity, legal unpredictability, inconsistent governance,
and infrastructure gaps discourage long-term investment.

e Source of FDI: Dominance of financial centers like Singapore and Mauritius suggests
capitalis driven by tax strategies rather than productive investment. Traditional
industrial FDI sources (US, Germany, UK) have pulled back.

4. Consequences & Risks

¢ Limited Development Impact: Capital doesn't stay long enough to contribute to
sustained industrial or technological development.

o Hampers Growth: Lack of investment in manufacturing, infrastructure, and innovation
hurts India's growth trajectory and job creation.




¢ Macroeconomic Risks: Declining net FDI inflows threaten the balance of payments, act
as a drain on foreign reserves, and reduce monetary policy flexibility.

e Erosion of Confidence: The pattern reflects a deeper loss of confidence in India's
economic outlook among both foreign and domestic investors.

5. Recommendations & Conclusion

¢ Look Beyond Headlines: Focus on the quality, durability, and strategic alignment of
capital inflows, not just gross figures.

e Policy Reforms Needed:
o Simplify regulations and ensure policy consistency.
o Investin infrastructure and human capital.
o Build renewed trust in institutions.

e Strategic Goal: Attract committed, long-term capital in high-value sectors
like advanced manufacturing, clean energy, and technology to build domestic
capability.

¢ India stands at a crossroads and must address these systemic issues to become a true
global investment hub.

How to use itin UPSC MAINS

1. GS Paper lll: Indian Economy and issues relating to Planning, Mobilization of Resources,
Growth, Development and Employment

This is the most direct and significant application of the topic.

¢ Indian Economy and issues relating to planning, mobilization of resources, growth,
development and employment:

o Investment Models: The article provides a critical analysis of the FDI model.
You can use it to argue that India needs to shift from seeking any FDI to
seeking quality FDI that is long-term, in manufacturing, and has high multiplier
effects.

o Growth vs. Development: The data perfectly illustrates the difference
between gross figures (which look good) and net figures (which reveal the
alarming reality). This is a crucial analytical point for any economic answer.

o Employment: The decline in manufacturing FDI directly links to the problem
of jobless growth, as rent-seeking sectors (like financial services) create fewer
jobs compared to manufacturing.

e Effects of liberalization on the economy:

o Thisis a post-liberalization story. You can use it to critically evaluate the
outcomes of the 1991 reforms. While FDI was a success initially, the current
trends show its diminishing returns and new challenges, calling for "second-
generation reforms."

¢ Government Budgeting and Fiscal Policy:

o The declining net FDI has macroeconomic ramifications. It affects the Current
Account Deficit (CAD) and puts pressure on foreign exchange reserves. This




can force the government to make tough fiscal choices or limit the RBI's
monetary policy flexibility.

¢ Infrastructure: Energy, Ports, Roads, Airports, Railways, etc.:

o Thecited "infrastructure gaps" are a key reason for the lack of long-term
manufacturing FDI. This can be used to argue for ramping up public investment
in infrastructure to crowd-in private and foreign investment.

2. GS Paper ll: Governance, Constitution, Polity, Social Justice and International Relations

¢ Government policies and interventions for development in various sectors and
issues arising out of their design and implementation:

o The "regulatory opacity" and "legal unpredictability" are direct critiques of
governance. This can be used to discuss the importance of policy stability,
transparency, and ease of doing businessfor attracting investment.

o The dominance of Singapore and Mauritius highlights issues of round-
tripping and tax avoidance, linking to the need for stronger international
agreements and domestic tax enforcement

5.The making of an ecological disaster in the Nicobar

1. Core Argument

The Great Nicobar mega-infrastructure project (cost: 372,000 crore) is a "grave misadventure"
and a "planned misadventure" that:

e Poses an existential danger to indigenous tribal communities.
o Threatens a globally unique ecosystem.
¢ Makes a mockery of legal and deliberative processes.
e Is highly susceptible to natural disasters.
2. Impact on Indigenous Tribal Communities

¢ Nicobarese Tribe: Their ancestral villages fall within the project area. They were
displaced by the 2004 tsunami and this project will permanently prevent their return,
ending that dream.

e Shompen Tribe (PVTG): The project will destroy a significant part of their tribal reserve,
destroy their forest ecosystems, and cause a large-scale influx of people. This will cut
them off from their ancestral lands and threaten their social and economic existence.

3. Violation of Legal and Democratic Safeguards

¢ Sidestepping Constitutional Bodies: The government failed to consult the National
Commission for Scheduled Tribes (as required by Article 338A).




¢ Ignoring Local Councils: The plea from the Tribal Council of Great Nicobar to allow
the Nicobarese to return to their villages was neglected. A "Letter of No Objection" was
rushed and has since been revoked by the Council.

¢ Flawed Social Impact Assessment (SIA): The SIA conducted under the Land
Acquisition Act completely omitted the Nicobarese and Shompen as stakeholders.

¢ Violating Forest Rights Act (2006): The Act empowers the Shompen to manage their
forests. They were not consulted on this project.

4. Environmental and Ecological Catastrophe

o Deforestation: The project requires cutting down trees on an estimated 15% of the
island's land.

o Government Estimate: 8.5 lakh trees.
o Independent Estimates: 32 to 58 lakh trees.

¢ Flawed Compensation: The plan for compensatory afforestation in Haryana is
ecologically mismatched and ineffective. A quarter of the designated land in Haryana
has already been auctioned for mining.

o Coastal Regulation Zone (CRZ) Violation: The port site falls under CRZ-IA (a protected
category with turtle nesting sites and coral reefs where construction is prohibited). A
High-Powered Committee (HPC) manipulated the classification, and its report
remains undisclosed.

o Threat to Wildlife: The project threatens species like the Nicobar long-tailed
macagque. Biodiversity assessments are critically flawed (e.g., assessing turtle nesting
in the off-season, using drones with limited capacity for dugong counts). Institutes were
allegedly pressured to conduct these assessments.

5. Geospatial and Seismic Risks
e Theprojectis located in a seismically sensitive and earthquake-prone zone.
e The 2004 tsunami caused permanent land subsidence of ~15 feet.

e Arecent earthquake in July 2025 is a reminder of the ever-present threat. Locating such
a massive project here deliberately jeopardizes everything.

6. Conclusion & Call to Action

The project represents a betrayal of national values and a travesty of justice. Our collective
conscience must not stay silent when:

e The survival of vulnerable tribes is at stake.

¢ Aunique ecosystem faces large-scale destruction for future generations.
A voice must be raised against this project.

How it can be used in UPSC MAINS
1. GS Paper lll: Environment, Economy, and Disaster Management
This is the most direct and significant application of the topic.

¢ Conservation, Environmental Pollution and Degradation:




o Biodiversity Loss: The projectis a prime example of a threat to a biodiversity
hotspot. The deforestation (8.5 lakh to 58 lakh trees) and destruction of coral
reefs and turtle nesting sites can be used to discuss the conflict between
development and conservation.

o Flawed EIA Process: The article highlights a critically flawed Environmental
Impact Assessment (EIA) — assessing turtles in the off-season, pressured
institutes, undisclosed HPC report. This is a classic case study for questions
on ElA reforms, the need for transparency, and independent oversight.

o Compensatory Afforestation: The plan for afforestation in Haryana is a perfect
example of why Compensatory Afforestation Fund Management and Planning
Authority (CAMPA) is often criticized. It shows the ecological absurdity of trying
to compensate for the loss of an island ecosystem with a mainland forest.

o Disaster and Disaster Management:

o Thelocationis in Seismic Zone V (very high damage risk zone) and recently
experienced a tsunami (2004) and an earthquake (2025). Building a mega-
project here is a glaring violation of disaster preparedness and smart urban
planning principles. It can be used to argue for mandatory disaster
vulnerability assessments for all infrastructure projects.

¢ Indian Economy and issues relating to Planning:

o The project represents a top-down, mega-project-based model of
development. You can use it to critique this model and argue for a
more sustainable, decentralized, and inclusive model that respects
ecological and social carrying capacity.

2. GS Paper ll: Governance, Constitution, Polity, Social Justice
¢ Welfare Schemes for Vulnerable Sections:

o Thetreatment of the Shompen (PVTG - Particularly Vulnerable Tribal
Group) and the Nicobarese is a severe case of the failure of protective
governance.

o Itcanbe used to discuss the implementation gaps in:

» The Forest Rights Act (FRA), 2006: The act grants forest-dwelling
communities rights over forest land and resources. The failure to consult
the Shompen is a direct violation.

» Scheduled Tribes and Other Traditional Forest Dwellers (Recognition
of Forest Rights) Act:The same as above.

= Protection of PVTGs: The project directly threatens the survival of a
PVTG, highlighting the failure of specialized policies meant for their
protection.

¢ Mechanisms, Laws, Institutions and Bodies constituted for the Protection and
Betterment of these Vulnerable Sections:




o The sidestepping of the National Commission for Scheduled Tribes (NCST) is
a major institutional failure. This can be used to discuss the importance of
constitutional bodies and the consequences of ignoring their mandate.

¢ Government Policies and Interventions:

o The "planned misadventure" showcases how government policies, despite good
intentions, can be ecologically destructive and socially unjust if implemented
without genuine consultation and adherence to laws.

3. GS Paper IV: Ethics, Integrity, and Aptitude
¢ Ethicsin Governance:
o The case presents multiple ethical dilemmas:

= Developmentvs. Conservation: What is the government's ethical
responsibility towards future generations versus current economic
goals?

= Majoritarianism vs. Minority Rights: Is it ethical to sacrifice the rights
and homes of a few thousand tribals for a project that may benefit
millions elsewhere?

o Values in Conflict: The project violates transparency (undisclosed
reports), accountability(ignoring NCST), compassion (towards tsunami
survivors), and justice (for tribal communities).

6.Walking a Thin Saffron Line

Context
¢ The Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh (RSS), founded in 1925, has completed 100 years.

¢ Mohan Bhagwat, its 6th chief (sarsanghchalak), is attempting to reshape RSS’s image
while balancing tradition with inclusivity.

¢ The debate: Can RSS adapt to a plural and democratic India while maintaining its Hindu-
centric ideology?

Core Themes
1. RSS Evolution

o Initially secretive and rigid, RSS has now become mainstream through its
association with BJP.

o From being outside state power > now deeply embedded in governance.
2. Bhagwat’s Vision

o Calls forinclusivity: acceptance that Muslims and Christians are part of India’s
future.




o Emphasizes unity through shared culture and history.
o However, stresses Hindu civilisation as the root of Indian identity.
3. Paradoxes

o Inclusivity vs. Exclusivism: While reaching out to minorities, RSS continues to
see them as influenced by separatist tendencies.

o Cultural Pluralism vs. Hindu Unity Project: Seeks diversity within Hindu fold
but demands minorities to integrate into “Hindu civilisation.”

4. Minority Question
o RSSinsists Hindus lack confidence, while minorities remain suspicious.

o Ongoing disputes over Ayodhya, Kashi, Mathura temples highlight communal
tensions.

5. Criticism
o Skepticism about sincerity of inclusivity.
o Seen as political strategy rather than ideological shift.

o Still prioritises Hindu cultural nationalism over equal pluralism.

Key Takeaways for UPSC
For GS Paper 1 (Society)

¢ |llustrates communal relations in India: trust deficit, cultural nationalism, and minority
integration.

o Shows civil society’s role in shaping social identity (RSS as a cultural organisation).
For GS Paper 2 (Polity)
e Raises issue of state—civil society relations: RSS’s influence on governance via BJP.
e Debate on secularism vs. cultural nationalism in Indian democracy.
For Sociology (Optional)
o Example of Ethno-nationalism: RSS emphasising Hindu cultural identity.
e |llustrates Identity Politics: inclusion/exclusion of minorities.

e Linkto Parsons’ pattern variables — universalism vs. particularism.




